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Above The south and west facades BATIRGGM 1
are almost fully glazed. . =
Right A sliding rooflight transforms
the top floor into an ‘outdoor’
courtyard space, ORI S TR (N
Below Reom with a view: an all-glass
desk is aligned on the glazed facade.
Plans Ground, first and second floors, CARDEN
fohn Winter writes: ‘The architects, very
courteously, telephoned to say that
they planned to demolish the house | - BEDROOM 3
built for Meredith Hardy in 1980, and
asked if | minded. It seemed to me to GYm/
be irrelevant whether | minded or not, S T BATHROOM 3
so | said that there would be no hard
feelings so long as what they built is
better than what they demolished,
| think that it is better." BATHROOM 4 UTILITY

The high-tech detailing, the minimal-
ism, the sophisticated middle-class
lifestyle lead one te expect a descendant
of the California Case Study houses. But
the best of these houses relied on a clear
structure, which has not been the archi-
tect’s aim here. A glance at the plans
shows the four concrete columns that are
the main structure defining the main liv-
ing spaces, and this idea is reinforced by
the sliding roof over the space enclosed by
these columns on the top floor. However,
in reality so much of this structure is lost
in walls and fitments that the clarity of the
structure is more apparent in drawings
than in the building. The floors cantilever
out from these four columns, so that there
is no structure on the principal elevations.
To achieve this a four metre long beam
continues as a four metre long cantilever.
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